Multiple sclerosis susceptibility. Interaction between sex and HLA.
The sex of patients with multiple sclerosis (MS) in relation to the sex, number, and relationship of affected relatives indicates an interaction between sex and autosomal genes in determining susceptibility to MS in some persons. This conclusion is confirmed by the observation that the proportion of laterally-related affected female pairs (siblings or cousins) who share the maximum possible number of HLA haplotypes is greater than that proportion in corresponding unlike-sex pairs.